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SUBJECT: U.S. FILBERT STANDARDS LEGISLATION 

1. COUNSELOR ERGUN PELIT, TURKISH EMBASSY CALLED 
ON DEPARTMENT MORNING OF DECEMBER 24 TO INQUIRE ON STATUS 
OF FILBERT BILL. HE STATED HE WAS UNDER EMBASSY INSTRUC- 
TION AND NOT INSTRUCTION FROM FOREIGN MINISTER. HE POINTED 
OUT THAT PASSAGE OF FILBERT BILL HAD RECEIVED RECENT PUBLI- 
CITY IN TURKISH PRESS AND WAS ADDED IRRITANT IN TOTAL 
PICTURE U.S./TURKISH RELATIONS. HE STATED THAT FILBERTS 
TURKEY S MOST IMPORTANT EXPORT AND LOSS OF U.S. MARKET 
WOULD BE DEEPLY RESENTED BY INFLUENTIAL BODY OF TURKISH 
PEOPLE INVOLVED IN FILBERT INDUSTRY. HE NOTED THAT 
ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF FILBERT TRADE WITH U.S. NOT GREAT 
BUT POLITICAL RAMIFICATION COULD BE MORE SERIOUS. 

2.INRESPONSE CHIEF, SPECIAL TRADE ACTIVITIES, TOLD PELIT 
THAT DEPARTMENT HAD OPPOSED PASSAGE OF FILBERT BILL AND 
CONTINUED ITS OPPOSITION TO THIS LEGISLATION. HE EXPLAINED 
THAT BILL NOW AWAITS PRESIDENTIAL SIGNATURE AND THAT WITH 
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HE EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING FOR TURKISH POSITION ON THIS 
MATTER AND UNDERTOOK PROVIDE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ON 
FATE OF BILL AS SOON AS SUCH BECAME AVAILABLE. KISSINGER 
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